
 

 

CANADIAN DENTAL REGULATORY AUTHORITIES FEDERATION 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Friday, August 19, 2022 

L’Ordre des dent istes du Québec, 800 Réné-Lévesque Ouest, Suite 1640, 

Montreal,  QC 

(and via Zoom videoconference)  

             

            

A meeting of the CDRAF Board of Directors took place on Fr iday, August 19, 

2022 at 9:00 a.m. EDT. 

 

PARTICIPANTS: 

Dr. Maurice Coady, Registrar, Dental Council of Pr ince Edward Island  

Dr. Randall Croutze,  Chief Executive Off icer, Alberta Dental Associat ion and 

College 

Ms. Carol ine Daoust,  Directr ice générale et secretaire, (CDRAF Chair) ,  L’Ordre 

des dentistes du Québec  

Mr. Daniel Faulkner,  Registrar and CEO, (CDRAF Vice-Chair),  Royal Col lege of 

Dental Surgeons of Ontario  

*Ms. Andréa Foti,  Assistant Registrar, Royal College of Dental Surgeons of 

Ontario 

Dr. Doug Mackey, Registrar, Provincial Dental Board of Nova Scot ia  

Dr. Arun Misra, Registrar, (CDRAF Treasurer),  Manitoba Dental Associat ion 

*Dr. Paul O’Br ien, Registrar, Newfoundland and Labrador Dental Board  

*Dr. Gerry Uswak, Registrar, College of Dental Surgeons of Saskatchewan  

 

STAFF: 

Dr. Jack Gerrow, CDRAF Executive Director  

*Ms. Angie Sherban, CDRAF Execut ive Assistant  

 

REGRETS: 

Dr. Chris Hacker, Registrar, Col lege of Dental Surgeons of Brit ish Columbia  

Mr. Denis Bourgeois,  Registrar, New Brunswick Dental Society  

 

MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES AND REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER 

ORGANIZATIONS: 

Dr. Shel ly Anderson, Chair,  Provincial Dental Board of Nova Scotia  

Dr. Paul Al l ison, Executive Director, Associat ion of Canadian Facult ies of 

Dent istry  

Dr. Nancy Auyeung, CDRAF representat ive 
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Dr. Izchak Barzi lay, Incoming Chair,  Board of Directors, Royal Col lege of 

Dent ists of Canada 

Dr. Mintoo Basahti,  President, Alberta Dental Associat ion and College  

*Dr. Tom Colina, President, Manitoba Dental Associat ion  

Dr. Marie Dagenais, Execut ive Director & Registrar, The National Dental 

Examining Board of Canada  

Mr. Frédéric Duguay, Co-Director, Commission on Dental Accreditat ion of 

Canada 

Dr. Guy Lafrance, President, L’Ordre des dentistes du Québec  

Dr. Carolyn Mason, Chair,  Board of Directors, Royal Col lege of Dent ists of 

Canada 

Dr. Debora Matthews, Chair,  Commission on Dental Accred itat ion of Canada 

Colonel Jean-Pierre Picard, Royal Canadian Dental Corps.  

Dr. James Taylor, Chief Dental Off icer of  Canada  

*Dr. Sandy Venditt i,  President, Royal Col lege of Dental Surgeons of Ontario  

 

*Attended virtual ly .  

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

The Chair,  Ms. Daoust, welcomed everyone and cal led the meeting to 

order at 9:00 a.m. EDT. Board members and guests were invited to make 

introductions.  

 

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

 Mr. Faulkner asked to add OpenCare  to the agenda under New Business.  

 

 Ms. Daoust stated that the CDRAF Board would move in-camera  at the 

end of the meet ing to discuss the items on Specialty Assessment and 

CDAC Governance.   

 

The agenda was approved, as amended. 

  

  MOTION #1:  Croutze/Mackey 

 

THAT the agenda of the meeting of August 19, 2022 be 

approved, as amended. 

CARRIED  

(Unanimously)  
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3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  

 The CDRAF Board was provided with minutes from the meeting of Apri l 

22, 2022 for informat ion. There was no further discussion.  

 

  MOTION:  Croutze/Coady 

 

THAT the minutes of the CDRAF Board meeting of April 22, 

2022 be approved, as circulated.  

CARRIED 

(Unanimously)  

 

4. BUSINESS ARISING 

 

 4.1 National Competency Standards for General Dent ists  

 The CDRAF Board was provided with feedback received in response to 

the stakeholder consultat ion. Ms. Daoust advised that the CDRAF 

Working Group on National Competency Standards has not yet had an 

opportunity to review the responses. A meeting wi l l be arra nged in the 

Fal l and a report provided at the CDRAF Board meet ing in October.  

 

 Dr. Gerrow commented that there was diverse feedback received. After 

the CDRAF Board agrees to the document, other organizat ions, including 

the DRAs, wi l l  be asked to adopt it  for inclusion in CDAC’s accreditat ion 

standards.  

 

 4.2  Specialty Recognit ion in Dental Anaesthesia  

The CDRAF Board was provided with feedback in response to the 

stakeholder consultat ion regarding the Appl icat ion for Specialty 

Recognit ion in Dental Anaesthesia from the Canadian Academy of Dental 

Anaesthesia (CADA).  

 

The CDRAF Board wil l be asked to consider the appl icat ion during its 

meeting in October 2022 and determine whether the proposed specialty 

meets the “Criter ia for the Recognit ion of  a New Specialty”.   

 

The DRAs wil l determine whether to approve it  in their respective 

jurisdict ions.  DRAs were asked if  their Boards/Counci ls have discussed 

or given considerat ion to this matter . 
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Alberta: Board wil l vote, and al l members are famil iar with the process.  

Saskatchewan:   Wil l be discussed and voted on at its next Board meeting 

in October.  

Manitoba:  The MDA has referred the matter to a committee of the Board. 

A by-law amendment is required for specialty recognit ion. May not be 

ready for the October Board meet ing.  

Ontario: In favour.  

Quebec:  Will be reviewed and discussed by  its Board in October. A by-

law amendment would be required.  

Nova Scot ia:  I t  was presented to the Board in May for discussion in 

September. Regardless of adoption, NS sedat ion standards are 

paramount.  

Prince Edward Is land: The Board has agreed to it  -  new legislat ion is 

being introduced which may result  in changes.  

Newfoundland & Labrador :  The Board has accepted the appl icat ion, in 

principle. Wil l move forward as it  has to go i nto legislat ion.  

 

Mr. Faulkner asked the CDRAF Board members how each jur isdict ion wil l 

make their f inal decisions using the four domains of cr iter ia in the 

process. Mr. Faulkner and Dr. Gerrow wil l  prepare a template for DRAs to 

show results of their  del iberat ions  in complet ing their analyses. The 

informat ion wi l l be included in the resources for the October Board 

meeting to assist the Board in its f inal decision.   

 

 4.3 National Assessment of Dental Specialists  

 Ms. Daoust referred the CDRAF Board to communication from NDEB and 

RCDC to CDRAF relat ing to the proposal for a cert if icat ion process for 

dental special ists in Canada. She introduced Dr. Mason and Dr. Barzilay 

from RCDC. Dr. Mason advised that her term as Chair would end on 

September 23.  

 

 Dr. Mason reiterated that RCDC is of the view that assessment of dental 

specialists serves the public interest and safety of patients. RCDC is 

wi l l ing to assist in the process where possible. She reviewed the proposal 

dated August 9, 2022 for 2024 and beyond and highlighted the fol lowing:  

 

1. NDEB and RCDC wil l collaborate dur ing a transit ion period within the 

confines of an off ic ial agreement. NDEB may provide guidance and/or 
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direct ion with training, content development, examination development  

and translat ion.   

2. A Director of Examinations (dental specialist)  would need to be hired 

with exper ience in examination development and knowledge of 

psychometr ic pr inciples. Dr. Mason advised that it  may take some t ime 

to f i l l  this role and it  would be undertaken by an executive search f irm. 

I t  is antic ipated that the role wi l l be f i l led by 2023.  

3. An external f irm special izing in Psychometric Services, or a 

Psychometric Consultant wi l l  be engaged on contract.  

4. RCDC is committed to equity and fairness  and the NDSE would be 

offered on a cost -recovery basis.  

5. The RCDC Counci l/Board of Directors would str ike a standing 

committee in ear ly 2023, and its mandate would be to oversee the 

administrat ion of NDSE. The committee may be comprised of  members 

of RCDC, together with representat ives from NDEB and/or DRAs and 

other invited stakeholders. Dr. Mason confirmed that there would  be a 

public member on the committee. The Committee would make 

recommendat ions to the Board re the assessment.  

6. NDSE would be administered twice a year, in  the Spr ing and in the 

Fal l and would be avai lable in Engl ish and in French. An agreement 

would be entered into with the L’Ordre des dent istes du Québec for 

the approval of dental specialists to develop and review the French 

content.  

7. To help offset some of  the prel iminary costs, such as the transit ion 

from the NDEB to RCDC and the development of the competency 

prof i les and the blueprint,  RCDC Fel lows and Members in 2022 and 

2023 would be asked to donate towards a specif ic and independent 

fund.  

 

Dr. Mason stated that before RCDC can proceed with the work required, 

RCDC is requesting a letter from the DRAs approving, in principle, what 

is being proposed. Once agreement is received in wr it ing from the DRAs, 

RCDC and NDEB can start to develop a formal agreement between the 

two part ies and start the hir ing process for a Director of Examinat ions.  

 

Dr. Mason and Dr. Barzi lay clar if ied some content in the proposal, and 

the CDRAF Board thanked them for attending. Dr. Mason agreed to 

provide Ms. Daoust with a copy of the proposal in French.  
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At the end of the meeting, the CDRAF Board met in-camera  for further 

discussion.  

 

 4.4 CDAC Governance 

 Ms. Daoust thanked Mr. Duguay for his presentat ion on CDAC’s transit ion 

to independence dur ing the CEO/Registrars meeting in Halifax, NS on 

July 6, 2022. Mr. Duguay presented a modif ied version of the 

presentat ion and answered quest ions from the CDRAF Board.  Key 

recommendat ions from the Governance Review Steering Committee are:  

 

1. An 11-member Board with representat ives from stakeholders.  

2. A new operat ing model that wi l l  include a separate Standards Review 

Committee and four Accreditat ion Review Committees.  

3. A change in pract ice to share accreditat ion review reports with DRAs.  

4. A new funding model of 5-year commitments from DRAs and 

examining Boards.  This would al low for more eff ic ient budgeting and 

to al low for a reserve fund for future growth.  

5. Education program costs.  

6. The Board would be comprised of:  

a. A Chair and a Vice-Chair  

b. 3 educators  

c. 3 DRAs 

d. 3 examining Boards  

e. 1 hospital facil i ty and internships  

f .  1 public member  

7. There wi l l be more administrat ive costs required, for example, IT and 

support,  website development and maintenance, legal and accounting 

services, addit ional staff ,  as required.  

8. The independent CDAC would require meetings more frequent ly .  

 

There was a full discussion and Mr. Duguay was asked several questions 

about the new governance and funding models.  

 

Mr. Duguay was asked a question regarding the accreditat ion standards. 

He advised that they had to be removed from the website due to 

copyr ight issues, but  are available on request.  Dr. Matthews stated it  is 

hoped that al l feedback from the stakeholders wi l l be received by the end 

of September 2022.  
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Ms. Daoust thanked Mr. Duguay and Dr. Matthews for attending and fo r 

the informat ive presentat ion.  

 

At the end of the meeting, the CDRAF Board met in-camera  for further 

discussion.  

 

 4.5 CDRAF Strategic Plan 

 Dr. Gerrow reported that the CDRAF Board had a product ive meeting on 

August 18, 2022 and drafted a strategic plan for 2023-2026. A f inal 

document wi l l  be brought to the CDRAF Board meeting in October for 

approval.  

 

5. FINANCIAL 

 Dr. Misra presented the Treasurer’s report.  He reported that a surplus of 

$20,000 is expected at the end of 2022.  

 

The proposed operating fee for 2023 is $12.00, an increase from $11.00 

this year. This increase wil l offset the current high inf lat ionary 

environment, provide addit iona l funds into the Restr icted Fund Balance 

per the Pol icy on Internally Restr icted Net Assets, and prepare for a 

potent ial increase of  in -person internal and external meet ings.  

 

There were no quest ions raised on the draft  budget proposed for 2023.  

 

MOTION (a):  Misra/Croutze 

  

THAT a fee of $12.00 per dentist per province for 2023 be 

approved.  

CARRIED 

(Unanimously)  

MOTION (b):  Misra/Coady 

 

THAT the 2023 CDRAF Operating Budget be approved, as  

circulated.  

CARRIED 

(Unanimously)  
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 A quest ion was raised about whether the budget for 2023  wil l al low for 

some of the work needed for the strategic plan. I t  was agreed to take this 

into considerat ion when planning future budgets for 2024 and 2025.  

 

6. COVID-19 UPDATES  

 

Alberta: Since last summer, Alberta has returned to fol lowing IPAC 

standards. Masking no longer required, but most members continue this 

pract ice.  

Manitoba: An internal guidance was developed. Mandatory masking. A 

separate committee on IPAC guidel ines and disseminated to the 

membership.  

Saskatchewan:   Inter im guidel ines have not changed since last year. 

Fol lowed provincial direct ives. Masking is optional.  N -95 exchange 

program has been scaled down. Biggest concern by the membership is 

screening.  

Ontario: Modif ied guidance for members. Try to normalize as much as 

possible. Recent ly removed closed operatories unless patient is COVID 

posit ive, reduced some N-95 requirements, removed fal low t imes. Rely on 

IPAC guidelines. Ongoing col laboration with other ora l health col leges in 

Ontario.  

Quebec:  Almost back to normal, new guidel ines on infect ion control to go 

to members in September. Government is looking to make permanent 

permission for dent ists to screen and vaccinate for al l publ ic health 

diseases.  

Nova Scot ia:  A ministerial order to have COVID vaccines administered 

by dent ists for a l imited t ime – now an over-abundance of users. COVID 

guidelines updated – maintain masking in dental and medical cl inics.  

New infect ion control guidel ines wil l be approved thi s Fall,  with 

recommendat ions from WHO and Publ ic Health, col laborat ive with oral 

health providers.  

Prince Edward Is land:  Infect ion control guidel ines are not as robust as 

other jur isdict ions, relaxed fallow t imes, masks are mandatory. Mandatory 

vaccinat ions required for health care providers. Almost back to normal.  

Newfoundland & Labrador: No changes since September 2021. No 

complaints from the public. People have learned a lot from pandemic and 

are more caut ious.  
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ACFD:  Schools are back to normal.  

Royal Canadian Dental Corps:  Guidel ines al igned with Ontar io. Al l 

dentists cont inue to be vaccinated , as required.  

 

7. CDRAF REPRESENTATIVES AND OBSERVERS AT EXTERNAL 

MEETINGS 

 A meeting schedule for the remainder of 2022 was provided for 

informat ion. Stakeholders were asked to provide dates for 2023 meetings 

when avai lable.  

 

 Dr. Gerrow asked Dr. Mason if  CDRAF could be invited to the RCDC 

Board meet ing and she agreed. The meeting wi l l be held in Toronto 

during the weekend of September 22. I t  was agreed that Dr. Gerrow, Ms. 

Daoust and Mr. Faulkner would attend the meeting , if  avai lable.  

 

8. CDRAF BY-LAWS 

A copy of the CDRAF By-Laws was provided to the CDRAF Board for 

informat ion.  

 

9. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 9.1 Radiology Services Provided Remotely   

 Dr. Croutze requested this item be added to the agenda for discussion.  

 

There was discussion on individuals registered in one province but who 

provide dental services in several provinces, specif ical ly oral and 

maxi l lofacial radiologists.  There was discussion on concerns with conduct 

issues and how complaints would be managed.  

 

I t  was agreed to add this as an agenda item for the CDRAF Board 

meeting in October. DRAs were asked to propose questions for the 

discussion that could be included in the resources.  

 

9.2 OpenCare 

 Mr. Faulkner asked for this item to be added for discussion.  

 

He reported that he has learned of a network -based technical solut ion, 

OpenCare, that offers to assist patients in f inding a dent ist.  Dentists sign 

up and patients go to a website to f ind a dentist.  One of the quest ions 
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asked of patients is i f  they have government -funded insurance. I f  a 

patient answers ‘yes’ to the question, they are informed that t hey are not 

el igible.  

 

The RCDSO is looking into how to respond to this organizat ion regarding 

this discr imination issue. Mr. Faulkner asked if  other DRAs have 

exper ienced a similar issue with OpenCare or any other organization. He 

offered to share a copy of his response with DRAs.  

 

I t  was reported that a similar issue was experienced in Alberta with 

SunLife and the CDSA communicated with al l dentists to remind them 

they were contravening the Code of Ethics.  

  

10. NEXT MEETING 

 The CDRAF Board and Members’ Meetings wil l be held on Thursday, 

October 13, 2022 vir tual ly.  

 

11. PROPOSED MEETING DATES FOR 2023  

 The following dates were agreed for CDRAF Board meetings in 2023:  

 

 Thursday, February 16, 2023  

This meeting wi l l be held v irtual ly.  

 

 Saturday, June 17, 2023 

It  was proposed that  a meeting be held in June instead of April to 

coincide with the Col lege of Dental Surgeons of Alberta Wellness Summit 

being held in-person/hybrid in Calgary.  

 

 Thursday, August 17 (all day) and Friday,  August 18, 2022 (a.m.)  

This meeting wi l l  be held in-person/hybr id in Toronto.  

 

 Thursday, October 19, 2023  

This meeting wi l l be held v irtual ly.  

 

12. CORRESPONDENCE – FOR INFORMATION 

 

 12.1 The CDRAF Board was provided with the fol lowing news  art icles: 

•  “Ontario health minister looks to accredit  international  nurses 

faster amid closures”;  
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•  “Ontario regulatory col leges have 2 weeks to f ind ways to 

register foreign-trained nurses, doctors faster”;   

•  “Ford vows to fast -track foreign-trained nurses to ease hospital 

cr is is”.  

 

There was br ief discussion on the Federal Dental Plan. Dr. Taylor asked 

DRAs to keep him apprised of any progress within their jur isdict ions in 

this regard.  

 

12.2 Foreign Credential Recognit ion Program (FCRP)  

Dr. Gerrow reported on the virtual meeting he attended on June 15, 2022, 

hosted by Employment and Social Development Canada/Government of 

Canada, on Foreign Credential Recognit ion Program (FCRP) .  The 

meeting covered challenges and barriers for internat ionally -trained health 

professionals.  Dr. Gerrow undertook to provide a copy of the sl ides from 

that presentat ion to attendees at the CDRAF meet ing.  

 

There was discussion on safely credent ialing internat ional students. Dr. 

Gerrow undertook to draft  a project plan that would include other 

stakeholders, i.e. ACFD, NDEB and CDAC.  This would require funding 

from FCRP. 

 

I t  was agreed to form a working group, comprised of t he stakeholders 

(NDEB, ACFD and CDAC) to review cert if icat ion processes for  graduates 

of International Dental Programs and determine if  other pathways are 

possible. Dr. Gerrow wil l draft  Terms of Reference.  

 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

 There being no further discussion in open session, the meet ing was 

moved in-camera  for  confident ial discussion at 12:20 pm. All 

representat ives of other organizations lef t  the meeting.  

 

  MOTION:  Daoust/Faulkner  

 

THAT the CDRAF Board meeting be moved in-camera  for 

discussion of a confidential nature.  

CARRIED 

(Unanimously)  
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 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12:30 

p.m.  

  

   

  

 

 


