
 

CANADIAN DENTAL REGULATORY AUTHORITIES FEDERATION 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

 

Friday, February 17,  2023  

(Via Zoom videoconference)  

             

            

A meeting of the CDRAF Board of Directors took place on Fr iday, February 17, 

2023 at 11:00 a.m. EST. 

 

PARTICIPANTS: 

Dr. Maurice Coady, Registrar, Dental Council of Pr ince Edward Island  

Dr. Randall Croutze,  Chief Executive Off icer, College of Dental Surgeons of 

Alberta 

Ms. Carol ine Daoust,  Directr ice générale et secretaire, L’Ordre des dentistes du 

Québec 

Mr. Daniel Faulkner,  Registrar and CEO, (CDRAF Chair),  Royal Col lege of 

Dental Surgeons of Ontario  

Dr. Chris Hacker, Registrar, Br it ish Columbia Col lege of Oral Health 

Professionals  

Dr. Doug Mackey, Registrar, Provincial Dental Board of Nova Scot ia  

Dr. Arun Misra, Registrar, (CDRAF Vice-Chair),  Manitoba Dental Associat ion  

Dr. Paul O’Br ien, Registrar, Newfoundland and Labrador Dental Board  

 

STAFF: 

Dr. Jack Gerrow, CDRAF Executive Director  

Ms. Angie Sherban, CDRAF Executive Assistant  

 

REGRETS: 

Dr. Denis Bourgeois, Registrar, New Brunswick Dental Society  

Dr. Gerry Uswak, Registrar, Col lege of Dental Surgeons of Saskatchewan  

 

MEMBER REPRESENTATIVES AND REPRESENTATIVES OF OTHER 

ORGANIZATIONS: 

Dr. Paul Al l ison, Executive Director, Associat ion of Canadian Facult ies  of 

Dent istry  

Dr. Izchak Barzi lay, Chair,  Board of Directors, Royal Col lege of Dent ists of 

Canada 

Dr. Mintoo Basahti,  Past-President, Col lege of Dental Surgeons of Alber ta 

Dr. Joy Carmichael, Past -President, New Brunswick Dental Society  

Mr. Frédéric Duguay, Director, Commission on Dental Accreditat ion of Canada  
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Dr. Russel l MacSween, Chair,  Provincial Dental Board of Nova Scot ia  

Dr. Debora Matthews, Chair,  Commission on Dental Accreditat ion of Canada  

Ms. Amandine Perdabet, General Manager, Royal Col lege of Dentists of 

Canada 

Dr. Amarj it  Rihal,  President, The Nat ional Dental Examining Board of Canada  

Dr. James Taylor, Chief Dental Off icer of  Canada  

 

1. LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND PRESENTATION ON 

RECONCILIATION AND CULTURAL HUMILITY 

The Chair,  Mr. Faulkner, opened the meeting with a Land 

Acknowledgement that he had prepared.  

 

He then introduced Robert (Bob) Watts, First Peoples Group, to del iver a 

presentat ion on Reconcil iat ion and Cultural Humility.  

Bob Watts is an expert in Indigenous pol icy, negotiat ions, confl ict 

resolut ion and reconci l iat ion which al igns with one of the strategic 

object ives of the CDRAF strategic plan for 2023-2026.   

 

Mr. Faulkner thanked Mr . Watts for his informative and thought -provoking 

presentat ion and added that the CDRAF wil l cont inue to emphasize this 

important init iat ive.  

 

2. CALL TO ORDER 

Mr. Faulkner called the meeting to order at 11:50 a.m. He welcomed 

Board members and representat ives of other organizations. Dr. Russell 

MacSween was introduced as the Chair of the Provincial Dental Board of 

Nova Scot ia.  

 

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

The agenda was approved, as circulated.  

 

  MOTION #1:  Daoust/Croutze 

 

THAT the agenda of the meeting of February 17, 2023, be 

approved, as circulated. 

CARRIED  

(Unanimously)  
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3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING  

The CDRAF Board was provided with minutes from the Board meeting and 

Members’ meeting of  October 13, 2022. Dr. Gerrow advised that the 

minutes were approved electronical ly.  

 

4. BUSINESS ARISING 

 

4.1 Commission on Dental Accreditat ion of Canada (CDAC)  

Mr. Faulkner congratulated Dr. Matthews and Mr. Duguay on CDAC 

achieving independence from the Canadian Dental Associat ion (CDA).  

 

Dr. Matthews reported on the CDAC Annual General Meet ing held in 

November 2022, at which t ime the f inal report of the Governance Review 

Steering Committee (GRSC) was approved. She added that a Board of 

Directors has been appointed and CDAC was off icial ly named an 

independent not -for-prof it  organization, effect ive January 23, 2023, 

although there is a transit ion per iod to deal with service agreements and 

transfer of informat ion from CDA.  

 

The CDAC Board met on January 26, 2023 and wil l me et again on 

February 25-26, 2023 in-person in Ottawa. At that meeting, the Board wil l 

review and approve the Charter of the Board, the Terms of Reference of 

committees, by- laws and the Code of Conduct.  Committee members wi l l 

be elected.  

 

In response to a question, Dr. Matthews reported that funding wi l l be 

discussed by the Board. Accreditat ion reports wil l  be made avai lable to 

regulators. The Standards Review Committee wi l l be asked to develop a 

public-facing accreditat ion report.  

 

Dr. Gerrow reminded the CDRAF Board that Dr. Croutze wil l be the 

CDRAF representat ive on the CDAC Board. Dr. Matthews confirmed that 

Dr. Croutze is author ized to provide CDRAF with an update on CDAC’s 

activ it ies. Dr. Matthews also noted that CDAC wil l provide a summary of 

important issues discussed at meetings.  
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 4.2 National Competency Standards for General Dent ists  

 The CDRAF Board was provided with a draft  of the national competency 

(KSA) document for review and comment. Dr. Gerrow noted that the draft  

has been revised to include feedback from the stakeholder consultat ion .  

 

 He thanked the members of the working group for their collaboration in 

providing advice and guidance in developing this document. The working 

group is comprised of Dr. Amarj it  Rihal (CDAC), Dr. Carol ine Nguyen 

(NDEB), Dr. Sachin Seth (CDRAF) and Dr. Jim Lai (ACFD).  

 Dr. Gerrow reviewed the revisions to the document with the Board:  

•  New competency under 1.3.3: “Develop t reatment options based on 

the evaluat ion of r isk assessments, diagnoses, and other factors, 

including, but not l imited to, medical,  psychosocial,  and dental 

histor ies.”  

•  New Discipl ine, “11: Pediatr ic, Geriatr ic and Special Needs 

Dent istry.” In the original document, this competency appl ied to al l 

age groups and those patients with special needs and was included 

in the preamble to the document. A separate category has been 

added for clar ity and is appropriate from an accreditat ion aspect.  

•  Discipl ine “15,  Professionalism and Practice ” was added at the 

request of RCDSO and some revisions have been made to the 

original l ist .  

 

Some Board members had concerns regarding the terms ident if ied for 

some of the competencies, for example, endodontics and prosthodontics.  

There were also concerns raised about the level of competence and 

preparedness that the public should expect from graduating dentists.  

 

There were also questions related to the fol lowing:  

•  pain management  

•  CBCT 

•  peri- implant diseases 

•  extended curr iculum by schools for c l inical exper i ence in more 

competencies 

•  periodontal surgery 

•  oral medicine –  interpret ing radiographs.  

 

The CDRAF Board was asked to forward their concerns in wri t ing to Dr. 

Gerrow. The Board also agreed this was moving in the r ight direct ion.  
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Dr. Al l ison acknowledged the concerns of  the Board and explained the 

struggles that schools exper ience with shortages of professors and 

support staff .  I t  was recommended that the document be forwarded to 

ACFD for a fulsome discussion at its Annual General Meeting on March 

10, 2023. 

  

 4.3  National Assessment of Dental Specialists  

 Dr. Barzilay, Chair of the Board of Directors of the Royal College of 

Dent ists of Canada (RCDC), thanked the CDRAF Board for the 

opportunity to provide an update on the work being undertaken for the 

transit ion of the Nat ional Dental Specialty Examination (NDSE) from the 

administrat ion of NDEB to RCDC.  

 

 He reported that RCDC approved the engagement of Boyden to conduct a 

recruitment search for a Director of Examinat ions by the  Spr ing of 2023. 

The RCDC Board approved the creat ion of a Search Committee to review 

the candidates presented by Boyden. As part of the consultat ion process 

and in the interest of  transparency, Boyden was instructed to engage with 

key external stakeholders and Dr. Barzi lay thanked CDRAF for its support  

and agreement to be part of the Search Committee.  

 

 Mr. Faulkner asked Board members to forward names of potential 

representat ives for the Search Committee to him and Dr. Gerrow  who 

would in turn notify RCDC.  

 

 Dr. Barzilay reported that the RCDC Board wi l l meet on March 4, 2023, at 

which t ime it  wil l  present a work plan to ensure a smooth transit ion.  

 

 Dr. Rihal,  President of NDEB, was pleased with the progress of the 

transit ion with RCDC.  

 

 4.5 National Recognit ion of Dental Specialt ies  

The CDRAF Board was provided with copies of the feedback received 

from the stakeholder consultat ion related to the applicat ion from the 

Canadian Academy of Dental Anesthesia. Board members had submitted 

an assessment framework indicating the rat ionale for their Board/Council 

decisions of whether or not the process for recognit ion of a Dental 

Specialty met the four criter ia  required for a proposed specialty . 
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The majority of DRAs was in support of national recognit ion of dental 

anaesthesia as a specialty. Dr. Mackey reported that the Provincial 

Dental Board of Nova Scot ia (PDBNS) was not able to support the 

decision at this t ime, but required more conversat ion and assurance that 

the PDBNS would be able to enforce its Standard of Practice for Sedat ion 

and General Anesthesia, specif ical ly with respect to the issue of the 

dental anesthet ist being both the operator and anesthesiologist.   

 

The CDRAF Board determined that the appl icat ion met the criteria and 

approved the applicat ion to recognize Dental Anaesthesia as a specialty 

of dentistry. Mr. Faulkner noted that this approval does not compel any 

training programs to be developed, but it  would be at the discret ion of 

each dental faculty.  

 

Implementat ion of the new specialty wi l l  vary with each dental regulatory 

author ity over a period of t ime. There wil l be legislat ive amendments 

required in some provinces and some DRAs wil l ensure their standards of 

pract ice address issues related to a new  specialty.  

 

 MOTION:  Croutze/Hacker  

 

THAT the CDRAF Board recognizes Dental Anesthesia as a 

specialty of dentistry.  

 CARRIED 

 

 4.6 CDRAF Mult i -Stakeholder Working Group to Review Cert if icat ion 

Processes 

 The notes of two meetings with this working group were provided in the 

resources for information. Mr. Faulkner advised that the working group 

wil l meet in Vancouver on Friday, March 10 and Saturday, March 11, 

2023 to continue discussions.  

 

 Mr. Faulkner reported on the appl icat ion for funding made to Employment 

and Social Development Canada. The appl icat ion was made by the ACFD 

and CDRAF provided $4,000.00 to hire a research writer to assist with 

the appl icat ion.  

 

 The appl icat ion was completed within a sho rt t imel ine and Dr. Paul 

Al l ison and the ACFD Deans were the main contr ibutors in the 
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applicat ion. I t  is ant icipated that a response from government wi l l  be 

received by early summer 2023.  

 

5. CDRAF STRATEGIC PLAN AND STATUS UPDATE 

 The CDRAF Board was prov ided with a copy of the strategic plan for 

2023-2026, together with a table showing a status update on each 

init iat ive. Mr. Faulkner advised that a status update  wi l l  be  provided to 

the Board at each meeting.  

   

6. CDRAF BY-LAWS 

A copy of the CDRAF By-Laws was provided to the CDRAF Board for 

informat ion.  

 

7. CDRAF REPRESENTATIVES AND OBSERVERS AT EXTERNAL 

MEETINGS 

 A meeting schedule for external stakeholders for 2023 was provided for 

informat ion.  

  

8. NEW BUSINESS 

 

 9.1 In-depth review of NDEB Processes and Results  

 As one of the init iat ives in the CDRAF strategic plan, NDEB was asked to 

provide a wr it ten review of the NDEB examinat ions, processes and 

results. Dr. Gerrow highl ighted some of the report:  

 

•  The importance to have protocols in place,  part icular ly in provinces 

with Fairness Commissioners.  

•  Protocols are developed by staff  and reviewed by the Execut ive 

Committee and Board for approval.  

•  Transparency to the candidates is paramount. Rules are consistent 

and appl ied.  

•  The NDEB Examinations Committee ensures thorough and fair  

examinations.  

•  The technical reports are  developed with reference to accepted 

standards and provide valuable informat ion.  

•  The NDEB numbers on credential verif icat ion is important 

informat ion for regulators.  
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Mr. Faulkner reported that the RCDSO is f inal izing a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) with the NDEB, that may be used as a template in 

the future for other DRAs.  

 

The CDRAF Board thanked NDEB for the informat ion and agreed that this 

is useful to have on an annual basis. Dr. Rihal thanked the DRAs for the ir 

col laborat ion with NDEB and he offered to provide any information 

required.  

 

There was discussion on NDEB providing more spaces for examinat ions. 

Dr. Rihal advised that the new test ing faci l i ty wi l l  al low for more test ing 

available; however, more test centres could be set up with addit ional 

funding.  

 

9. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

 9.1 Emergency Class of License –  Regulat ion Amendment, Ontario   

Mr. Faulkner reported that the Ontario Ministry of Health directed al l 

regulatory Colleges under the Regulated Health Professions Act, 1991 

to develop a regulat ion amendment  to create an emergency class of 

l icensure. Members wil l be el igible to apply for registration under this 

class if  either the government requests that the RCDSO open this 

class, or if  Council decides that it  is in the public interest to open the 

class.  

 

The Ministry has set a very t ight t imeline to implement this regulat ion 

by August 31, 2023. The proposed amendments are now  in a 

consultation period for feedback and wil l be submitted to government 

by May 1, 2023.  

 

This emergency class of regulat ion could have an impact on national 

mobility and Mr. Faulkner advised that he would inform the CDRAF 

Board of further information re lated to this issue.  

 

10. NEXT MEETING 

 The CDRAF Board Meeting wi l l be held on Saturday, June 17, 2023 in -

person/hybrid in Calgary, AB. 
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11. IN-CAMERA  BUSINESS 

 The open meet ing was adjourned at 1:40 p.m. and moved to in-camera  for 

discussion of a personal matter. Al l member representat ives and 

representat ives of other organizations lef t  the meeting.  

 

  

  

 

 


